
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO: All Hawaii HOSA Members 
 
FROM: Ada Toyama, Hawaii HOSA State Coordinator 

Jeremy Ruan, Hawaii HOSA State Vice President of Technology 
 
SUBJ: 2020-2021 Hawaii HOSA Pin Design Contest Entries 

 
#1 

 

“The Hawaiian Green Sea Turtle is the 
only indigenous reptile found in Hawaii, 
but for Hawaiians, the Honu is a symbol 
of good luck in the form of a guardian 
spirit, or Amakua.  I have the turtle 
swimming in the open water enjoying 
freedom. I also added "Hawai'i" and 
"HOSA" represented appropriately. The 
pin has a single mount on the rear which 
is clasped with a single frog attachment. 
The pin design represents good luck for 
all people.” 

#2  
 

 

“This pin represents Hawaii because of 
the flowers. The flower is a Pua Aloalo 
(yellow hibiscus) which is Hawaii's state 
flower and very important to hawaii. Pua 
Aloalo or Ma`o-hau-hele was named the 
state flower in 1988 because this flower 
is only found in Hawaii. I wanted to 
represent these flowers because so little 
remain on the islands and are considered 
to be endangered which is so sad 
because these flowers are so unique and 
important to Hawaii.” 
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#3  

 

“The hibiscus was used because Hawai’i 
is known for the hibiscus flower. The sun 
was used because Hawai’i is known to be 
more of a tropical place. When I think of 
Hawaii, the animals I usually think of are 
turtles and dolphins.” 

#4

 

“The palm trees and the sky and sand 
represent the beautiful beaches Hawai’i 
is mostly known for. The sun and water 
(in the corners) stand for the sunny 
climate here. Also, how we are 
surrounded by a huge body of water.” 
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#5

 

“The rainbow at the top of my drawing is 
supposed to represent how a rainbow 
shines over Hawaii. The big wave shows 
Hawaii's love of surfing and the beach. 
The dolphin is wearing our state flower, 
the hibiscus, while jumping out of the 
water by the big wave. The flowers along 
the edge of the drawing are supposed to 
look like a lei, which is Hawaii's garland 
of flowers. Each of these represent 
Hawaii today and its culture.” 

#6 “In my pin design, I incorporated a native 
lady, with long, brown hair. This can 
symbolize beauty. Behind the lady, you 
can see a wave, something very native to 
the Hawaiian Islands. I added plants to 
the periphery of the pin to show that there 
is a balance between the ocean and the 
land.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#7 “In my pin design the symbols I used 
were the hands surrounding the person. I 
put that in because it symbolizes caring 
for others.” 
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#8: ​Kia Lawai'a o ka Hawai'i (fishing 
pole of Hawai'i) 

“My pin represents our love and passion 
we have for fishing, the beautiful state 
flower and the medical field. It is a 
blessing to live here in Hawai'i and to 
have a program like HOSA to help guide 
us Keiki in the medical field. Now let's go 
fishing and get hooked on HOSA and 
catch some knowledge about the medical 
field so that one day we can follow our 
dreams to become doctors, nurses 
and/or surgeons.”  

#9 “As we may all know already, we are 
going through a global pandemic that has 
impacted our daily lives and limited us 
from doing things we used to do. We had 
to adjust to a new lifestyle that consisted 
of wearing masks and face shields every 
time we left our house. This design’s 
purpose is to showcase what we are 
going through at the moment. Because 
we’re not able to meet each other 
face-to-face for safety reasons, we had to 
improvise and use technology (the 
laptop). The flowers shown, Hibiscus and 
Plumeria, are very significant to the 
Hawaiian culture. The hibiscus is 
Hawaii’s State flower, whereas the 
plumeria symbolizes new beginnings. 
HOSA provides new opportunities and 
beginnings for many of its members. The 
Shaka that the two members are holding 
up is considered the ultimate symbol of 
Aloha. It conveys friendship, 
understanding, and compassion which 
are important traits that a healthcare 
worker should have. Another important 
trait that healthcare professionals must 
have is hospitality, and the pineapple 
print on one of the masks represents 
that.” 
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